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labor — by the Charch of Christ of 
Latter-day Saints is a subject of growing comment and marvel among people 
of the world who come to learn of its extent and results. This feeling of 
wonder is Blended with admiration in the minds of those who study the de- 
tails of our missionary system, and who are able to appreciate the self-sacrifice, 
enduring faith, and God-fearing reliance by which the missionaries of the 
Church are distinguished. The fact that those of our people who go forth on 
missiotis do so at their own expense, unsalaried, indeed without hope of 
pecuniary reward, spending years away from home—usually years of early 
manhood—the years that are regarded as most valuable in shaping the indi- 
‘and ‘position in: lifethis' fact, indeed, may well arouse the 
‘surprise ‘end admiration of the world. 

Latter-day Saints, however, the ‘natane of the’ power 
by their chosen fellows who are traveling abroad, ofttimes “without purse or 
scrip,” laden only with the wealth of the message of peace, which they offer 
without price to the eager seeker whose quest is truth. We realize the solemn 
fact that a testimony of the Gospel of Christ is in itself a source of energy and 
strength, impelling its happy possessor to continued effort in the cause he has 
es ef the Church, the results in the future will be yet greater. Where 
now there is a harvest of twenty or — the seed sown in faith, 
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there will yet be reaped and gathered into the garner of the Lord a full 
hundred fold return. And this assured increase is not to be counted alone in 
proportion to the number of missionaries sent into the field ; it will be partly 
and perhaps largely due to the greater abilities possessed and energies exer- 
cised by the individuals, The mathematica] axiom that the whole is equal to 
the sum of its parts ig. the Cl Church in all of its de- 
partments. If every missionary of the Church now in the field were doing his 
richet harvsst here, even how. | V 

Mang of our miskidnaries afe 
and to make their best better da by day; great ie ual ee Sg chal be 
their reward. Others are ug in energy and effort; their work is done, if 
at all, in a half-spirited. way, and their thoughts are ever running ahead to 
the time of their release and return. ) 

"Mo thoee of the first class the days are all too abort and the months too few : 
for: the exalted labors in which they find such genuine satisfaction and happi- 
ness. To the others the days drag and the weeks are burdensome. . Saddening 
as it is to make the declaration, it is nevertheless true that there are idlers in 

d, who, under the spell of indolence and negligenc let the vines 
in their care go unpruned and untended, For such there is 15 satisfaction 
and less true happiness in the work that means so much for them and for 
others. 

It is g matter of righteous pride and pure ambition among our young 
people young men particularly to hold a missionary’s certificate of appoint- 
ment, with its appended honorable release. To have won euch: honestly the 
holder must have been valiant while in the service. 

The individual Elder is left largely to the guidance of the apirit of his call- 
ing, with which he ahould be imbued. If he fail to cultivate the spirit, which 
is the spirit of energy and application, he will soon become torpid, indolent 
and unhappy. Every missionary.should strive to devote part of ‘each day to 
study and prayerful thought on the principles of the Gospel and the theology 
of the Church. He should read and reflect and pray. True, we are opposed 
to the preparing of set sermons fo be delivered with the thought of oratorical 
effect and rhetorical display; yet when an Elder rises to address a congrega- 
tion, at home or abroad, he should be thoroughly. prepared far his sermon, 
His mind should be stored with thoughts worth uttering, worth hearing, 
worth remembering ; then the spirit of inspiration. will bring forth the truths 
of which his auditors are in need, and give to his words the ring a 


the servanta who have ben ent forth into the Sling shop the 
trees, with their.sickles rusting by their aides! fs 

Brethren—you to whom these words of your. own 
sakes if not for the sake of those whose welfare is your charge- beware of in- 
dolence and neglect. The adversary is only too eager to take advantage of 
your apathy, and you may lose the 
sent to bear record before the 
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We would recommend to conference presidents and other presiding officers 
. branches of the Church, that where possible, they have the 
Elders in their charge follow regularly and systematically a study of the 
standard works and other approved 
fully equipping themselves as teachers to the world. 

There is little excuse for the idle man in any walk of life ; work et 
for very ons who will labor; but least of all is there excuse or palliation in 

deed: Latter-day: in general, avoid ; contentious argument and debate 
regarding doctrinal subjects. The. truth of ‘the Gospel does not depend for 
its demonstration on heated discussion; wath 
ly delivered when expressed in words of simplicity and sympathy. W Sqae 

he history of our missionary: work already written: proves the futility of 
public debate and argument between our Elders and their opponents; and this 
in spite-of the fact that in the great majority of such undertakings the forensic 
victory. has been won by our. representatives. A testimony of the truth is 
more than a mere assent of the mind, it is a conviction of the heart, a know- 
ledge that fills the whole soul of its recipient. 

Victory in debate is no stronger evidence of right on the side of the victor 
than is stieéegs in ‘battle proof of the justice of the cause for which the con- 
querors fought. A debate is usually but a wrestling match of words, and the 
result demonstrates simply which of the wrestlers was stronger or more skill- 
ful, certainly not which of them stood for the right. 

However, it is not to counsel particularly against debate and discussion 
with outsiders that these words are written, but to urge our missionaries to 
refrain from such useless altercation of words among themselves. If there be 
differences of opinion between brethren on matters of doctrine or practice, 
let those brethren read, reflect, and above all pray, in their search for the 
truth; let them, if possible, and if necessary, submit the question to the 
offioers in the Church directly presiding over them. To-day, as in every age 
past, thi strife amongst mankind has been rather for triumph than for truth ; 
but enen teiumph—a’ woree than defeat in the 
eyes of God: 

diseumion among themselves, and worse even than this, that they sometimes 
catry on their wordy warfare in the presence of inquirers and recently con- 
verted members of the Church. No good, but surely evil will come from such 
a course, | The principles of the Gospel are fit subjects for investigation and 
research,; differences of opinion on doctrinal matters may very properly be 
talked over and studied by the Elders; but all should be done in the spirit of 
the seeker the trath may be 
mads plain. 

Sonali. first principles of the 
Gospel, Christ and Him crucified; and practically nothing more in the way of 
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on intricate questions of theology, nor to mystify their hearers with a show of 
profound learning. Teachers they are and must be if they meet in any degree 
the responsibilities of their high calling; but they should teach as nearly as 
they can after the manner of the Master—seeking to lead by love for their 
fellows, by simple explanation and persuasion ; not trying to convince by force. 

Brethren, leave these themes of profitless discussion alone; keep closely to 
the teachings of the revealed word, as made plain in the standard works of 
the Church and through the utterances of the living prophets; and let not a 
difference of views.on abstruse matters of doctrine absorb your attention lest 
thereby you become estranged from one another and separated from the Spirit 
of the Lord. 

cabéfally, studied and oommemdocd om by the brethren; every Latter-day Saint 
and particularly every Elder in the field should seek to become learned in the 
Gospel; but let it not be forgotten that to understand the inspired writings 
aright the reader must himself have the spirit of inapiration; ee 
will never impel one to hostile discussion nor wordy contests. 3 

Seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 5 
desirable, including the knowledge for which you yearn, shall be given unto 


THE SACRED TENTH: OR, STUDIES IN _ANOIENT 


BY THE REVEREND HENRY LANSDELL, 


XII. ISRAEL’S SECOND, OR FESTIVAL. | 

EVERYONE seems aware that the Jew paid for religious purposes a s tenth of 
his i income; and there most people stop, as if ignorant of the fact that there 
wore at least two other tithes to ba dealt with in the books of the-Pentateuch. 
The law of the second tithe reads thus: “Thou shalt surely tithe all the in- 
crease of thy seed, that which cometh forth of the field year by year. And 
thou shalt eat before the Lord thy God, in the place which He shall. choose 
to cause His name to dwell there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of 
thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herd and of thy flock; that thou mayest 
learn to fear the Lord thy God always. And if the way be too Jong for thee, 
so that thou art not able to carry it, because the place is too far from thee, 
which the Lord thy God shall choose to set His name there, when the Lord 
thy God shall bless thee: then thou shalt turn it into money, and bind up the 
money in thine hand, and shalt go unto the place which the Lord thy God 
shall choose: and thou shalt bestow the money for whatsoever: thy soul 
desireth, for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong. drink, or for what- 
soever thy soul asketh of thee: and thou shalt eat. there before the Lord thy 
God, and thou shalt rejoice, thou and oe — eee 
within thy gates.” 

of the land, : 
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That it was to be eaten by the offerer, his household, and the Levite, with 
‘irstlings of herd and flock, but only at the appointed place of worship. 

The object of this was that Israel might always fear Jehovah. 

This tithe might be converted at home into nnn expended 1 
ecelesiastical capital for sacrifices and feasting. _— | | 

Tus tithe-payer was to eat and rejoice before God. 

The dus payment of this second . 
55 Passover, and the feast of Tabernacles, as well as a shorter period at 
the feast of Weeks, to say nothing of time consumed in traveling. 

It will help us better to understand this second, or festival, tithe as it is 
somotinies called. if we: consider. the end it was to serve. | 

All the males in Israel (with their families if they chose) were to assemble 
at the sanctuary three times a year for the worship of God. 

“And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and 
your tithes, and the heave offering of your hand, and your vows, and your 
free-will offerings, and the firstlings of your herd and of your flock : and there 
ye shall eat before the Lord your God, and ye shall rejoice in all that ye pat 
yous hand unto, ye and your households.” 

The primary end, therefore, of the festivals, was to foster religious principles 
and to fornish a time and place for social observances, and the offering of 
sacrifices. 

offered to a deity. In some cases the meal was made over entirely to the god 
but more commonly the sacrifice was a feast, of which the god and the wor- 
shippers were supposed to partake together. In other words, the offered gift, 
whether animal or vegetable, was sometimes wholly burnt: at others, was 
consumed partly by fire, and partly by the priest: or, once more, part was 
burnt, part was taken by the priest, and a part returned to the offerer. 

80, if an Israelite sinned, his appointed way to forgiveness was by sacrifice. 
But this sacrifice was not to be offered in just any place the worshipper chose, 
but must be taken to the ecclesiastical capital, such as was afterwards estab- 
- lished at the resting places of the ark as in Shiloh, and in Jerusalem. __ 

Speaking generally, the Jewish sacrifices partook more or less of the nature 
of expiation, (for sin committed), of dedication (when seeking a favor), or of 
thankagiving (for favor received): and, according to the intention of the 
offerer- was the kind of sacrifice presented. 

was consumed by fire. In the case of the sin offering, the trespass offering, and 
the meat (or meal) offering, that which was not burnt was for the officiating 
priest, or the: priests generally, whilst in the case of the peace offering, the 

Tender how these distinctions were practically brought 
mind in India at Jaipur, where, at the daily sacrifice, I saw a goat decapitated 
befors a Hindu altar. The head was placed on the altar: curtains were drawn, 
and the god was supposed to be left, in some mysterious way, to partake of 
the meal. ‘Again, in Caleutta, as I approached the temple of Kali, there was 

man carry the headless caroace of a goat, which he had just offered in 


Sins 


to dispose of the carcase ‘as he pleased. 
Similarly, the Israelite ‘would have the ypport nity of cating and rejoici 
before God, and feasting with his household. ‘Ad the cad or festival tite 

was intended to furnish the means for doing mie. 
his it with be soon chat 
whereas the offerer had no voice in the disposal of the first ‘tithe; the disposal 
of the ‘second tithe was largely in his dwn hands; and whereas the offerer did 
not receive again any portion for himself of the first’tithe, ‘he might receive in 
purpe 


held Sunda‘ 1558 
in Co-operative Hall, Nelson, the following were in attendance’ President 
‘Francis M. Lyman of the European mission; Elders Joseph J. ‘Cannon, Alfred 
A. Robinson and Robert L. Anderson of the Liverpodt Office ; and all the 
traveling Elders of the Liverpool conference, including’ President’ Joseph S. 
Clarke, Jr, J. Scott Jenson, Elias W. Crane, Jr., Edmund G. Jenkins on, 
Alma E. Wayment, John C. Duncan, Lewis J. Read, James F. Sheffield, 
Albert J. Cope, William F. Rasband, Joseph J. Shields; Wallace Calder, Jatnes 
L. Robson, Thomas W. Condie; Langton, Jr., Thomas J. Brough, Arehi- 
bald B. Neil, Albert H. ‘Thomas, W. en = an 
Joseph A. Wagstaff. | 
The services commenced at 10:30 a.m. 10 greetin the Sainte, President 

' Clark showed that the pursuit of ‘salvation is a daily st ggle 
strong faith, and earnest vigilance: ‘The statistical report’ wan read, showing 
an average per month of 1,073 ‘tracts, 38 books, and 39 Gospel 
per Elder, and à total of 142 books and 6,618 tracts distributed by the local 
Priesthood and Saints. The general authorities of the Church, the 
of the mission, and the traveling ministry were then ‘sustained by‘ unanimous 
vote. Elder Robinson pointed out that temporal blessings as well as eternal 
life are the rewards of obedience to the teachings of thé: Latter-day Sainte. 
Elder Wayment spoke of the Comforter promised to the disciples, and showed 
that only those who have been baptized ‘are entitled to its ‘guida . Alder 
Read, speaking of the outward manifestation of the inet life, emphasined | 
necessity of guarding against all forms of sin. ‘Elder Sheffield said the Latter: 
day Saints are preaching the same Gospel that ‘was aticiently preaé by 
President Lyman, in emphasizing to the Saints the necessity’ 

the end, gave expression to the following pertii ruths. 
of a fallen race, und therefore our. life must be a daily struggle 
live. agoatatin bn loti bis Ve GR 
No man can take cars of two men. ‘Every 

- frequently bald on men rather than on octrines or p N 
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han on the Lord. We should 
never follow those who go wrong. Peter did not apostatize because Judas 


the meeting, —— chat the 
tho one thing that shall not pass away. Elder Shields gave reasons why men 
should join the trus Church of Obrist; and Elder Jenkitisoh pointed out that 
those who would take upon them the name of Christ, must endure persecution. 
After giving evidence of the divini ty of Joseph Smith’s mission, Kider Anderson 
showed that the temperance teachings of the Latter-day Saints are more com- 
prehensive than those of aay other people extending indeed, to all the conduct 
Preident Lyman sid he bad bon with the Church from his 
Smi give timon one of their friends. Our belief 
in, of ‘His friends. The. Latter- 
lemionstr: the strength of their in their past histor ry, and 


‘Duncan out that the 1 sincerity of Chr 
10wledge of Christ—two essen 

Elde e on pre- existence, showing that 
. bong ‘any. “beautiful teachings of the Bible that are not understood 
e modern religious world. We all took part in the war in heaven. ‘The 
fe there begun’ is continued here. We should turn the course of our 
es me harmony with the Lord, accept His Gospel, serve God, and overcome. 
President Lyman said the Church of Christ is one body with many parts, 
but all the members must be in perfect harmony—must be led by the same 
Spirit. wd ‘The Latter-day Saints have no monopoly on goodness, purity, or 
virtai bat still: there can be but one true Church. The Gospel of Christ is 
the’ Power of God. unto salvation, any other gospel is a power unto delusion. 
Ast wishing the Latter-day Saints from other Christians, the following 
isti ited out: ne making and belief in continuous 
ii ; the gathering; salvation for the dead and temple building; Priest- 

hood and’ tene calling; signs following believers according to their, faith ; 
which was declared to be 
je speaker said’ that satisfaction is brought to the soul of 
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_ SEVERAL months ago we called attention to the 
Mirza Ghulam: Ahmad of India to Jc Dowie 
States. ‘The former declares he is the Messiah ; ‘he later : 

‘Restorer who shall prepare the way before the coming 0 
claims are inconsistent, and the East Indian pro 
a duel of prayer. Each should: 

‘should iid be considered an im 
w that learned of the pretension of J, 


chs Mr. is the young man created u mild 
sensation & year ago by announcing himeelf before a congregation atthe Ark 


and rose again and ascended into heaven.” e ee 
taken down from the cross alive and escaped from Palestine to India, w. 
‘Ho Hive digo and died tural death, and that aoe tet 
a tomb at Srinagar, Kashmir. Ahmad claims that he himself is a man come 5 
in the spirit and character of Jesus t and that more than à hundred 
| 


False Christs have been appearing ever since the Ba tice 
and with His immortal body ascended into heaven leaving the distinct promise 


* 


that He would descend in like manner as. He had gone from His 
to be deceived by any man. that the coming of the Lord Jesus was. 
And since then history relates cases of both men and women who, 


to be Jesus Christ and drew followers ; after them. In the latter 
the Savior’s second coming is is near at hand, it is very natural that 
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| s in, speaking of the end of the world. were: Then if any man shall say 
unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or t, or there: believe it not. For there shall arise 
false Christs and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; in- 
somuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect, Behold, I 
have told you before. _Wherefore if they ahall gay unto you, Behold, he is in 
the desert; 990 not forth; Behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. 
For aa the lightening cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; 20 
shall.also the coming of. the Son of man be (Matt. xxiv: 23-27). Paul des- 
cribes this coming in detail: For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of.an archangel, and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall arise first: then we which are alive and remain, shall 
be caught up to + with them in the clouds, to meet the ned in r: 


dees of the ‘Bristol conference has been hanged to 16a Pittville 


: i ‘Brother John M. Lindeléf, who fives ih St. Petersburg, Rassia, a 
dasan letter has just come. Brother Lindelöf says that since President 
Lyman's Visit to his home, the blessing he left there has been very manifest 
to the family. They await with much yearning the arrival of a missionary, 
and Brother Lindelöf says his as much as 
spreading of the Gospel. — 


“Nickel Sunday.” The remainder should be forwarded to this office. The 
late arrival of the envelopes has probably caused some of the schools to 
| one this matter. In each conference a Sunday should be appointed at 
date of November ist, at Haifa, Syria, bring the news that President Albert 
Herman was suffering from lagrippe brought on probably by having to sleep 
on the gromid in a tent while in quarantine at Marjatt. Indications were 
wever, that he would be well in a few days. Elders Holdaway and Charles 
soon as 
President Herman recovered. — 


„ 
revival of interest is manifésted at dhe Manchester branch. ‘This 
ioe remembered is one of the oldest branches in the Church. The 
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Bolton brauch is aleo progteing. A Mutual: Im 
John H. Holden president and William H. J — 
ganired there, and at the recent baptist the 
‘branches ech furnished six camera. to. al ated foe 
E. Youne writes from Zurlet that be ‘hae just returbed 

‘the French’part of thie Swies mission where ‘there are ‘about 
— — — Missionaries at’ pr ‘it 
Neuchatel, haus de Fond aud — President 
Young reports that he has divided the Swiss mission in three conferences 


Expres William Stillwell and John H. Freebairn of the London 
report a happy district meeting of the Watford branch, Where they labor. 
Three meetings were held in the Co- operative Hall at Watford, seme last. 
President Henry, H. Blood, Sister Thurmas, Elder Edwina T. Tout 
and daughter Maggie were present, and the two last named rendered solos 
during the services. The Elders report Sunday school and 1 utual mprove- 


lly winter's. work, and harmony in the | 


ARrivaLs.—The following Elders: arrived in Liverpool Co wink 
Saturday, November. 21, 1903. For Great Britain Hugh McKay 
George G. Mace and Alexander Adams, Kanab; Isaac Albert Sm 
Levi J. Hawkley, Idaho Falls, Idaho; John W. Gibson, North 
William P. Davidson, Alta, Wyoming ; Thomas C. Peirce, 


La Grande, Oregon. For Scandinavia—Peter B. Christensen, Mink Creek ; 
John J. Plowman, Smithfield ; Erik C. Henrichsen, Provo; J — — . Head 


Bear River City, Idaho. For Germany—Lambert L. Pack, Kamas. For | 
For the Neth rd 


Neuser Ast, have been assigned to labor as follows: George G. Mace, 
Sheffield ; Isaac A. Smoot and John W. Gibson, Manchester; Levi J. Hawk- 
on Welsh ; Hugh McKay, Scottish; William P. Davidson, Bristol; Thomas 

0. Peiree, Birmingham Alexander Adams, Newcastle; Peter Allen, ‘Norwich. 


Albert d. from thé Liverpool to the 
Birmingham conference; Elder Ubarles:M. ‘McCarty from che nchester t 
the Irish conference ; Eider Alms A. Smith was transfered from the Birming- 

The following emi- 
grating Saints sailed from Liverpool per a.8:.Romanic; "Thursday, November 


> 
„A. 
* 
7174 
* 
7 a 
* 
os 4 
: nN 
* 


| Beck Henry E. Baber Solon J. nin 
Minfred A. Fieldsted, Niels Larsen Gustave A. Mossberg; James E Swann, 
and William A. Shaw. Sister May W. Cannon, wife: —— 


Ta Bristol Semi- num ai 


5 PETER: On: ‘AUTHORITY. 

er WALTER M. WOLFE or THE LONDON CONPERENOR. 
Apoatolio Church on the question. of authority to issue from the sacred pre- 
eincts of the temple, from the dwelling place of rabbinical lore; to be delivered 
not only in the presence of the priests, but to be delivered personally to one 
whoss authority, unquestioned from the days of Sinai, had now to yield to the 
authority of One whose commission was given Him before the foundation of 
the world. Peter, the fisherman of Galilee, and Annas, the Sadducean high 
‘pride must forever stand as types in the great conflict that the church of the 
world wages against the Church of Christ, until the great Adversary is bound 
is of Kings: and Lord of 
leeds: 
| — — Petteccstal ust the 
(ie 30% 44 ‘apparently maintained the policy of discreet silence that they 
had adopted with regard to the resurrection and subsequent events. In view 
of the political condition of Jerusalem it would have been a foolish thing for 
them to have antagonized even a email: group of their own people; but they 
were only biding their opportunity. They realized that, sooner or later, it 
must dome, and then they did not wish to appear as the aggressors. Mean- 
while the Apostles and the hundreds of members of the newly organized 
Chureb had not drawn the sharp line that was eventually to separate them 
from formal Judaism. Daily they went to the temple to offer prayer, and to 
ceremonials for the orthodox under the Mosaic 
ritual. 
formed: their first ‘recorded miracle. The subject was a cripple, known. for 
‘years to all who frequented the holy heights of Mount Moriah ; the time the 
jninth hour; when the shops of ‘the great city were closed, when devout men of 
Jerusalem, native born and proselytes, gathered in the consecrated courts, and 
the mid-afternoon prayer arose from thousands of lips and was echoed in tens 
ol dw of hearts; the place the gate Beautiful of that great temple, once 
-oversha ed by the glory of the Lord, the visible, earthly dwelling-place of 
ens müm “rise to his feet and enter the temple, shouting and praising God, 


* 
1 
* 
4 
* 
‘ * 


764 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


and almost instantly the court of:the Gentiles was transformed from a throng i 
of earnest worshippers into a mass of eager, wondering, questioning humanity 
that surged about the two Apostles and the man upon whom the miracle had 
been wrought. And even as it awayed to and fro, each individual striving to 
catch a glimpse of the three central figures, Peter stretched forth his hand 
with a gesture compelling silence, and commenced his memorable sermon in 
Solomon’s Porch: It may be that the echo of his inspired words reverberated 
under the arches and through the eloisters of the grand old building; it may — 
be that the sound of the tumult reached the ears of the Sadducees in council; 
it may be that swift-footed enemies carried the tale to the assembled San- 
hedrin. Be that as it may, it was true then as in the days of Job, true now 
as then, that where the sons of God are gathered together there comes Satan 
also. A Galilean follower of the crucified Nazarene within the hallowed 
enclosure was ‘preaching the doctrine of the resurrection—a doctrine odious at 
any time, but infinitely hateful when connected with the name ‘of One on 
whose tomb they had set great Pilate’s seal, because He had claimed to be the 
Resurrection and the Life. Without the temple they could only deliver up 
the offender that, if found guilty; he might be dealt with according to Roman 
law. Within its walls he was subject to their own em ——— 
ment, death alone excepted it was their right to inflict. | 
Arrest them and bring them hither,” was the 
as it was being given did not those learnéd rabbis think! of u previouseccasion 
when the Master Himself had come into the temple and had cleansed it with 
a whip of cords; did they not remember the thunders, the earthquake, the 
rent veil ; did not their guilty: consciences’ reveal to view Hin: whom had 
pierced, even as the Prophet foretold ; did not the cumulative evidenee of the 
resurrection and the ascension cause them to pause and debate the matter! 
Perhaps it was forever too late, and the Spirit of God had censed to strive 
with them. Having rejected the Christ, the only emotion of which they were 
Is it not equally true to-day that those who have had an opportunity of gain- 
ing for themselves a testimony of the truth of the Gospel and who reject that 
opportunity—who steel their hearts against the promptings of the Spirit of 
tors of the Saints! 

The arrest was made. Peter and Jubi weve Whe yet 
not until their testimony had borne fruit; for, of the assembled: multitude, 
two thousand felt the power of the great Apostle’s. raigument, acknowledged 
their transgressions, and were ready to follow the — whom they had 
heard. The hour was late and, for the convenience of the priests no less than 
to allow time for the crowd to disperse and the temple to resume its wonted — 
calm, the two were locked up to await examination on the morrow. Of this 
account is given in the sacred record, nor do we know whether the man who 
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many as were of the kindred of the high priest were gathered together at 
Jerusalem. And into their midet were brought Peter and John end the mas 
‘who, but a short day before, had been called “a cripple” 
There was no time wasted in preliminaries. — ths 
bow the high priest launched his question at the leader of the Twelve: “By 
‘what power or by what name have ye done this?” It was the challenge of 
the Prince of the Power of Darkness to the Prince of Peace—of Satan to God. 

It is a question that évery ambassador for Christ, from that day to this, has 

had to answer, a question that involves the eternal salvation of every child of 
Adam. The power that we, as Elders in Israel, exercise to-day, the name in 

“which we act, is identically the same as that éxercised and acknowleged by 
the Apostles of the Former-day Church. ‘Through the agency of the devil 
many wonders have been wrought and miracles performed, but that agency, 
‘influence and power must always fall confounded before the superior authority 
of the: followers of the Christ. In this day of religious strife, when Satan 
walks rampant and deceives, if possible, even the very elect, happy is the man 
judge the true and the falt. 

bad instal for Peter to grasp the proposition in its complete 
Pr He remembered that when his Master's life was in peril he had 
failed the test; now that his own life was in jeopardy, he might in part atone 
for the pin so graciously forgiven. He had a testimony and he was not afraid 
to bear it now. No longer, as on the day of Pentecost, was he standing before 
earnest enquirers; no longer, as in Solomon’s Porch, before those who, throng- 


ing the streets on the day of the crucifixion, had passively given assent to the 


tragedy that was enacted on Calvary. He was standing in the presence of 
the Sanhedrin, who had predetermined the Savior’s death; before the priests, 
who had given to Judas thirty pieces of silver for His betiayal: before the 
high priests who had led Him to Pilate’s judgment seat and had demanded 
His execution by the most cruel of deaths, and who, during the long hours of 
silent ‘agony, had stood with taunts and derision beneath the very shadow of 
the cross. For such there was no Gospel of faith, repentance and remission 
of sind. To them no forgiveness could be promised until they had paid the 
uttermost farthing. ‘The Apostle’s fearless testimony could but forge another 
link in the ‘Titanic chain that was already binding them for their doom. Pity 
the man, who, like these Jewish rulers, reaches a pass where he fears not to 
heap upon himself condemnation after condemnation unto the day of wrath— 
one to whose soul darkness is light and evil good. For such there remaineth — 
no more — mn looking for of judgment and 
been secret terror in the heart of every one that 
to Peter's answer, But in him was the confidence and boldness and power of 

Te ralers of the people, and elders of Israel, if we this day be examined of 
re dies to the impotent man, by what means he is made whole: 
— name of 
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Jesns Christ bf Nazareth, tin 
even by him ‘doth this man atand here before you whole. This is the stone 
which was set at nought of von bullders, which is beceme the head of the 
corner. Neither is fer thane in-nane: othe name 
under heaven given among men, whereby. we must be 
change hast been hint, Nespodtful atill in the presence of those 
whom as a young man he had ben accustomed. to revere.as the greatest and 
wisest men of the earth, he addressed tham by the very titles chat ahall serve 
to convict them of the charge that he is about to hurl in their testh. He 
makes no ercuse for his action, no ples of innocenca. That the deed per- 
formed was a good ons even they themselves, must acknowledge. That is a 
preliminary matter. The testimony of Jesus is the one important fact, that it 
is his duty to bear. The miracle simply gave him an opportunity for so doing. 
It was the.setting of a gra vers stone that was to cut the hard bearts of the 
murderera. He recognized this fact as we often do not. No matter what the 
frame may be the value lies in the picture itself. No matter what desires we 
may have to dwell upon illustrations to weave in the flowers of oratory or the 
facts of science, our duty is to preach Christ, and Him crucified, to give to the 
world the first principles of life and. salvation, to testify.as to the divine mis- 
sion of the Prophet Joseph Smith, and, the restoration of the Gospel, to declare 
that we know that the authority that, Peter claimed is with the Church of 
Christ to-day, and that it. shall never again be taken from the earth. Like 
Peter, it will be well to get to the point as quickly as possible, and to dwell 
endows us. 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified; whom God: raised from the 
dead, even by him doth this man stand here before yon whole.“ By this one 
sentence four distinct propositions were indelibly fixed in the minds of the 
hearers. The first resulted from an antithesis in the mention of the sacred 
name Jesus, the carpenter's son, and Nazareth, the despised:city, standing 
in contrast with, yet joined to the Christ, the Messiah, the promised. One of 
Israel. The very fact that they had tried to ignore, to hush un to bring dis- 
credit upon, to absolutely deny, one of the disciples of that Jesus was boldly 
proclaiming in their presence, and almost at the threshhold.of the Hoy of 
uncompromisingly stated. No need of a man to ask his neighbor: Is it 


guilt. 

tion ones more, and this time not as a valgar rumor, but the statement of an 
eye-witness, of one who was among the first at the empty tomb ons who had 
talked to the risen Nazarene, yea, more, had seen Him ascend into the 
heavens--a. witness whose statement conld not be impeached... ‘And: more 
bitter, than all elee to them was the claim that God, the: Father omni oter 
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from 
hin this man stand before ‘you whole!” Alus for priestly prido 
and Power; not erden, nor tomb, nor earth, nor heaven itself could limit the 
of Him, of whotn ‘tidy dad hoped ‘to hear no more! He was as- 
| ‘persn’of disciples; and. the rulers of Israel 
fond thems des face to fate with à condition of which they had never before 
dreamed. Christe authority was yet upom the earth. Peter held it; John 
héld it; how many more held it they knew not, but it was an authority from 
which they could not hope to escape. Their authority and that of the Gali- 
lean could not exist zide by side. If what Peter said was trae, and in their 
hearta they could not but seknowledge it, the anthorty of God Himeel, com- 
ing through Jesus of Nazareth, was upon the earth, and was opposed to 
everything that they ‘professed, and taught. Well might they pause and 
tremble ; but Peter did not hesitate. Deeper yet he forced the barbed arrow 
of conviction. He makes personal the prophetic twenty-second verse of 
Psalm exviii, which the Savior had quoted (Matt. xxi: 42), when he exclaims: 
“This ie the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become 
the head of thé corner.” Could the listener catch the full import of that first 
public announcement of the Church of which, as Bt. ee Nau Christ 
Himself is the chief corner - stone 
Nor was this all. As though to answer the high . (Cor by 
what ?”) to the very fullest.so that through all generations of time and 
throughout all eternity there might never again be the shadow of a doubt, 
Peter closes his brief address with this inspired sentence: “Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved.” Could they see it now? Beyond 
the miracles,..beyond. the voluntary sacrifice, beyond all that their selfish, 
sordid’ minds had ever grasped, was the astounding fact that in that Name 
lay the salvation of the entire human race. And acting in that Name and 
_ clothed with His authority the Priesthood of the Son of Cod is to-day holding 
up the 3 of Jesus, and full salvation through His name to a world as 


and sin as were Annas and Caiaphas and the scribes and 


Sadduckes that gathered with the Sanhedrin on that memorable morning 
most nineteen hundred years ago. The short sermon was ended, but ever 
increasing was the astonishment of the priests when they rendement | in their 
almost defiant prisoners, two of the hunible fishermen of whom they had heard 
much in the last three years. “They knew that they were ignorant and un 
learned, and yet there was something about them that all the education of the 
rabbis could not give, an authority that even the high priest, dared not assume. 
No words of comment can add to the simple statement: And they took 
knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus.” What more can we ask 
for ourselves than that our testimony to the truth bears on its face a similar 
ere of divine approval ; that our lives, like those of the Apostles of old, are 
| i be, sill x reflection of the life of the Master whom 
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